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result from the implementation of the project.
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FOREWORD
Statistics show that during the EP Elections in 1979, 62% percent
of EU citizens voted. Since then, the turnout had experienced a
substantial and constant decrease. garagErasmus has always
been fighting for the rights of Erasmus students, especially when
it comes to participation to the democratic life of countries and
Europe. In the past garagErasmus offered some grants to
Erasmus students to return to their countries to vote. With the
ErasmusVotePower project, we strive to foster active European
citizenship.
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The vision of our foundation for the European Parliament is that
of a Parliament being directly elected with the same voting
methods and procedures throughout the EU, no matter what
country a European citizen lives in. Currently, these elections
happen in different ways in all European countries, with different
voting rules, different candidates and merely national political
campaigns. The European elections being a confusing
patchwork of national campaigns and rules widens the
democratic gap between the EU and its citizens, endangering
the European project itself.
This handout is designed to help EU citizens use their voting
right regardless from the EU country they currently live in. In
order to spread this information, we chose to relay on the
#ErasmusGeneration, being generally the most pro-European
and interested in issues such as youth unemployment, economy
and growth but -at the same time- facing problems to vote while
abroad. Through their exchange experiences, the Erasmus
Generation is a testimony of the European project at its best and
can rightly be expected to step into the European elections
campaign as Erasmus Ambassadors.
Francesco Cappè, President of the garagErasmus foundation

Are you an expat willing to vote in Austria?
All EU citizens having reached the age of 16 on the day of the European elections and
being in full possession of their voting rights in their Member State of origin may vote. If
you decide to vote in Austria for Austrian politicians, you will have to register in the so
called "Europa-Wählerevidenz" of your Austrian home municipality. Further information
(in German) can be found here www.help.gv.at
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Are you an Austrian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are an Austrian citizen who does not permanently reside in Austria, you can vote
by post. To get into the process, you must register (voter registration procedure) with a
town or village in Austria in order to have your name added to a local "voter register". If
your name is not registered on this "voter register," you cannot apply for an absentee
ballot and you will not be able to cast your vote. Once the elections have been officially
announced, each Austrian citizen (as long as he/she is registered) can apply for an
absentee ballot. The application for an absentee ballot is to be forwarded (via mail, fax,
e-mail, or online) to the Austrian town/village, which has entered you into its "voter
register." Please note that your application for an absentee ballot must include your
name, your date of birth, and the number of your valid Austrian passport, and the exact
address your ballot should be sent to. Immediately after having received your absentee
ballot, you may actually vote. In any case, you must cast your vote before the last polling
station in Austria is scheduled to close. Detailed information about the registration
process and all documents needed can be found here (in German): www.help.gv.at

Are you an expat willing to vote in Belgium?
European Union citizens living in Belgium, aged 18 or over on polling day, can vote as
long as they are entered in the population register or in the foreigners' register of their
commune of residence and enrolled in the electoral register on or before 28 February
2019. For entering in the voting register you can do it through this page:
elections.fgov.be

Are you a Belgian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a Belgian citizen who does not permanently reside within the country, there
are four ways to vote. 1. You can vote personally in an embassy or consulate. 2. You can
vote by proxy in Belgium - that means you transfer your vote to a person in Belgium
which will then vote for you. 3. You can vote by proxy in a consulate or embassy abroad
- that means you transfer your vote to a person abroad which will then vote for you in
an embassy or consulate. 4. You can vote by post (restricted to Belgians living abroad).
For all options, you have to register. Belgians living abroad who have voluntarily
registered with the consular registry are, just as citizens resident in Belgium, subjected
to mandatory voting. Details about the registration process can be found here:
diplomatie.belgium.be. The registration at a Belgian embassy or consular post must be
done on or before 31st January 2019.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Bulgaria?
If you are citizen of a different member state of the European Union, but you would like
to vote for Bulgarian politicians in Bulgaria, you need to be registered in the electoral
roll. For this you need to register to vote and sign the electoral register at least four weeks
in advance of the election. This can be done at the municipality you reside in Bulgaria.
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Are you a Bulgarian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
For Bulgarians voting from abroad is possible in its diplomatic representations.
According to the Election Code, 20 applications are needed in order to open a voting
poll in a city where Bulgaria has a Consular Office or diplomatic representation, while
where there is no such representation; the number of required applications is 100. The
deadline to register is established by the Central Electoral Commission and it is normally
1 month prior to the election.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Croatia?
Voters of other European Union member states shall vote at polling stations in
the territory of the Republic of Croatia determined according to the location of
their registered domicile or temporary residence. European Union citizens resident in
Croatia should be enrolled in the electoral register at least 30 daysbefore the election.
This can be done through the municipality they reside. The application must
include 1. A declaration stating your nationality, your place of permanent residence
in the Republic of Croatia and the place or constituency in your home country, in
whose electoral role your name was last entered (if applicable). 2. A declaration that
you will vote in Croatia only (no double voting) 3. A declaration that your voting
rights have not been deprived in your home country.

Are you a Croatian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Voting from abroad is possible in the consulates and embassies of the Republic of
Croatia.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Cyprus?
All citizens of another EU country, at least 18 years old, and who had their
habitual residence in Cyprus for a period of at least six months immediately prior to
the date of acquisition of voting rights, have the right to vote. EU voters shall be
entered on the respective electoral rolls by virtue of a special application form.
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Are you a Cypriot expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Unfortunately, Cyprus does not provide the opportunity to vote by post. If you are
Cypriot citizens living abroad, you have to consult the relevant Embassies/Consulates
whether the Republic will set up polling stations in your place of residence or nearby, as
voting will not be available at all diplomatic missions.

Are you an expat willing to vote in the Czech Republic?
Citizens other than Czech citizens must be registered as residents or temporary residents
in the country (with the municipal authority) for at least 45 days. Further, at least 40 days
before the election days, the EU citizen shall apply to be added to the list for the elections
to the EP from the "annex to the permanent list of voters" (where he/she should be
automatically listed if he/she has a residency status with this municipal authority). If the
concerned citizen has made such an application in case of the last elections to the EP,
he/she is automatically going to be added to the list for the elections to the EP 2019.
However, this is not the case for municipal elections – if the citizen has voted in the
municipal elections, he is NOT going to be automatically added to the list for the
elections to the EP. If the citizen is duly registered with his municipality (the municipality
to which he falls under with his residency status), but he does not want to vote in place
of his residency, he can apply for a "voter's card" which enables him/her to vote at
whichever voting room in the Czech Republic.

Are you a Czech expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
The Czech Republic does not provide any possibility for their citizens to vote from
abroad. Voting is therefore only possible within the Czech Republic itself. If you want to
vote, either you have to vote in the Czech Republic itself or you can decide not to vote
for Czech politicians, but for the politicians in your new country of residence.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Denmark?
Citizens of other European Union member states who are 18 years old or over and
have a permanent residency in Denmark are also entitled to take part in the elections
to the European Parliament, if they hold their electoral rights. However, in order to
vote for Danish politicians, you have to be registered in the electoral roll in the
municipality of your current residency in Denmark.
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Are you a Danish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a Danish citizen but you are currently not living in the country, you can also
vote in the EU member state of your current temporary/permanent residence. Voting
then takes place at any Danish diplomatic representation abroad (embassies and
consulates) from six weeks prior to election day. Here you can find useful information
(in Danish): elections.oim.dk

Are you an expat willing to vote in Estonia?
If you are not an Estonian citizen, but you have the citizenship of another country of the
European Union and you want to vote in Estonia at your current residence, you have to
be registered in this municipality for at least 30 days prior to the election day. To be
added to the voting register for the first time, you have to submit an application to be
entered in the list of voters. You can either vote personally in your current home
municipality or another municipality during advance voting or over the internet at
www.valimised.ee
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Are you an Estonian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are an Estonian citizen who does not permanently reside within your home
country, there are 3 options for you to cast your vote. 1. You can vote over Internet. 2.
You can vote personally in an embassy or consulate of your home country in your
country of residence. 3. You can vote by post. To register for this procedure you have to
submit an application to the Estonian foreign mission. The application must be received
by the mission not later than on the 30th day before election day.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Finland?
Citizens of another EU Member State aged 18 or over are eligible to vote if they are
domiciled in Finland on the 51st day before Election Day and if they apply for the right
to vote not later than on the 80th day before Election Day). In addition, eligible to vote
are people who are employed by the European Union or an international organisation
in Finland. A prerequisite for the right to vote is, however, that the person enrolls with
the voting register in Finland 80 days before election day to the local register office. To
enroll to the voting register you can use the form for registration of the right to vote that
you can find here: https://vaalit.fi/en/the-right-of-citizens-of-other-eu-memberstates-to-vote-in-finland
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Are you a Finnish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Finnish citizens living in a different member state of the European Union can vote in
Finish embassies and consulates.

Are you an expat willing to vote in France?
European Union citizens resident in France, aged 18 or over on polling day are eligible
to cast their vote in France. In order to do so, you have to be registered in the electoral
roll of your current municipality before a deadline (date not decided upon yet).

Are you a French expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Voting by proxy allows absentee voters to be represented by the voter of their choice to
cast their vote in their name. The proxy authorization can be issued for one single
election (first round, second round or both), for a year (if it can be established that you
are unable to go to a voting office over a long-term). Applications should be made at the
gendarmerie, the police station or the district courthouse, when in France or at the
French embassy or consulate, when abroad. A recognized proof of identity in addition
to a signed statement mentioning the reason for which the requesting voter cannot vote
in person is required. The proxy authorization can be issued for a single election (first
round, second round or both) or for a year (if it can be established that you are unable
to go to a voting office over a long-term) or for a maximum period of three years (for a
French citizen residing abroad). Besides voting by proxy, voting in French
representations all over the world is also possible.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Germany?
European Union citizens aged 18 or over on the polling day can also cast their vote in
Germany, if they have previously lived in the country for at least three months. In the
municipality of your current residence you can check the electoral roll for your name. If
you are not listed, you can send a written declaration to be added.
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Are you a German expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Some embassies and consulates of the Federal Republic of Germany offer a forwarding
service for postal ballot documents. German citizens living abroad should directly
contact the relevant mission abroad to obtain detailed information. Germans who still
have a registered place of residence in Germany need to only file a request for postal
ballot documents. Both kinds of applications can even now be submitted to the
municipality where they were last registered before leaving the Federal Republic of
Germany. The detailed information (in German) about the procedures can be found
here: www.bundeswahlleiter.de

Are you an expat willing to vote in Greece?
European Union citizens aged 18 or over on polling day, resident in Greece and
registered in the electoral roll can also decide to vote in Greece instead of their country
of citizenship. For this, they will need to be registered in the local electoral roll. There will
be a deadline for the registration.

Are you a Greek expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Greek citizens resident in another EU Member State may vote at the Greek consulate or
embassies in other member states of the European Union. Before the elections, Greek
representations are obliged with informing Greek nationals living in the respective
countries with the regulations and processes. Conditions in order to exercise your right
to vote at your place of residence outside of Greece, you should: a) be registered in an
electoral roll of a municipality or community in Greece. b) be entitled to vote and not
have been deprived of that right. c) submit a statement to the local Embassy or Consulate
(in the area where you intend to exercise your voting rights) that they wish to vote at
their place of residence. The deadline for submitting such statements has not been set
yet, but you should plan in advanced) have their residence in a Member State of the
European Union on Election Day. Based on this statement they will be entered in special
electoral rolls prepared by the Ministry of Interior.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Hungary?
If you are citizen of a different European Union member state but you have your current
residence in Hungary, you have also the right to vote if you meet the requirements for
Hungarian voters. For this, you have to request your inclusion in the list of voters. The
request must be done at the municipality where you reside. The deadline for this
registration is not yet known, but it will be several weeks prior to the elections, so you
should plan ahead.
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Are you a Hungarian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a Hungarian citizen living abroad on polling day, you may vote at an embassy
or consulate in other member states of the European Union. In order to be registered,
you have to ask to be included at least 30 days before the election at the respective
diplomatic representation where you intend to vote. Voting by post is not possible.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Ireland?
If you are an EU citizen, other than an Irish or British citizen, and you were not registered
to vote in previous European Parliament election in Ireland, you have to register in the
'Register of Electors' and sign a declaration to guard against double voting in the election.
The local council will register you to vote in your local constituency and send the
information in your declaration to your home EU Member State. You can get the form
for registration from your local authority. The 'Register of Electors' can be found online:
www.checktheregister.ie

Are you an Irish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a EU citizen, other than an Irish or British citizen, and you were not registered
to vote in previous European Parliament election in Ireland, you have to register in the
'Register of Electors' and sign a declaration to guard against double voting in the election.
The local council will register you to vote in your local constituency and send the
information in your declaration to your home EU Member State. You can get the form
for registration from your local authority. The 'Register of Electors' can be found online:
www.checktheregister.ie
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Italy?
All EU citizens aged 18 or over who are resident in Italy and in full possession of their
voting rights in their Member State of origin are entitled to vote. To be able to vote, you
must register on the electoral roll in the municipality where you are currently living. This
application has to be submitted to the local authority not later than 90 days before the
elections. Further information on the Italian electoral law can be found here (in Italian):
dait.interno.gov.it
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Are you an Italian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Italian citizens living in a different member state of the European Union can vote for
Italian candidates at Italian embassies and consulates. In order to be added to the
register, you have to send an application to the representation in advance. The deadline
for this application is not yet decided upon.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Latvia?
All EU citizens aged 18 or over who are resident in Latvia and in full possession of
their voting rights in their Member State of origin are entitled to vote in the municipality
where they reside. In order to do so, they have to be registered as residents in the
Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Latvia.

Are you a Latvian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If a voter is temporarily absent from Latvia elections, s/he can vote in polling stations
established by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Central Election Commission
outside Latvia. The Central Election Commission may establish election commissions
and polling stations in diplomatic and consular missions, In case a voter is absent during
local elections, s/he can vote three days before Election Day in the district of the local
government where s/he is registered. Voters residing permanently abroad can choose
to vote in polling stations established outside Latvia. Alternatively, a voter can submit an
application to a Latvian diplomatic or consular mission, present his/her passport and
apply for postal voting. The application should contain the full name, ID and address of
the person to which the election materials should be sent. The application should be
submitted no earlier than five months and no later than three weeks before Election Day.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Lithuania?
All EU citizens aged 18 or over who are resident in Lithuania and in full possession of
their voting rights in their Member State of origin are entitled to vote in the municipality
where they reside. In order to be able to cast your vote, you need to be added to the
Electoral Roll - Voters are included automatically into the Electoral Roll based on the
Population Register. The reference date (65 days prior to the elections) is the date by
which a person must declare his place of residence in Lithuania. His data about the place
of residence in Lithuania must be included into the Population Register by that date.
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Are you a Lithuanian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you reside abroad it is possible to vote: In diplomatic missions or consular posts of the
Republic of Lithuania; By post, in advance informing the commission of the diplomatic
mission or the consular post of the Republic of Lithuania about your residence address.
The diplomatic mission or consular post of the Republic of Lithuania will send ballot
papers to voter by post. Here you can find useful information: keliauk.urm.lt/en/

Are you an expat willing to vote in Luxembourg?
Voting in the European election is mandatory for any EU citizen included on the electoral
roll in Luxembourg. EU-citizens must be resident in the country for a period of at least
two years before being included on the electoral roll for European Parliament elections.
The foreigner has to present himself/herself to the municipality and register in the voter
list at least 87 days before the election.

Are you a Luxembourgish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a citizen of Luxembourg but living abroad at the time of the election, you can
register to vote by post. If the letter should be sent to an address in Luxembourg, you
have to register at least 25 days prior to the election. If the papers have to be sent abroad,
you have to register until 40 days prior to the election. The application has to be sent to
the municipality of the last residence in Luxembourg, if not applicable the municipality
of birth, if not applicable to the Concil of Luxembourg. Further information can be found
on the official government pages: guichet.public.lu
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Malta?
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Non-Maltese EU citizens residing in the Maltese Islands who do not already hold a Malta
ID card or residence document may apply for registration to vote in the European
Parliament elections by first applying for their residence document at the Citizenship
and Expatriate Affairs Department, Evans Building, St Elmo Square, Valletta, where they
also complete the electoral register application. This procedure is also required in respect
of non-Maltese EU citizens residing in Malta, already in possession of a Malta ID card or
Residence document, and wishing to change their option into voting in Malta instead of
in their home country in the same elections. The closing date for the next European
Parliament Elections register is not decided upon yet, but you should be aware that it
will be several weeks before the election.

Are you a Maltese expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
If you are a citizen of Malta but living abroad at the time of the election, there is no option
for you to vote from abroad. Therefore, if you cannot be present in Malta, you should
consider registering for the election in your country of residence, in order not to miss
the chance of participating in the European Parliament elections.

Are you an expat willing to vote in the Netherlands?
All EU citizens aged 18 or over who are in full possession of their voting rights in their
Member State of origin may vote if they are registered as residents in the Netherlands.
Forms to register are available at your home municipality. Deadline for the registration
is 11th April 2019.

Are you a Dutch expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Dutch citizens resident abroad may vote by proxy or by post at the appointed consulates
or embassies. They need to be registered first as a ´voter who lives abroad´. Deadline for
this registration is 11 April 2019. For further information please see the official website (in
Dutch): denhaag.nl
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Poland?
European Union citizens who have not previously been placed on the electoral roll
should apply to the municipal authority responsible for the place where they are
domiciled. A copy of their passport or other form of ID and a written declaration
indicating the number of the residence card) should be attached to the application. The
needed forms are available from the municipal authority's population registration
department for free.
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Are you a Polish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Citizens who reside permanently abroad can cast votes from abroad in national elections
by voting at consular services in person or by correspondence. They can also vote by
returning to the country on election day, provided they obtain a statement issued by the
relevant consular services affirming their right to vote The Electoral Code provides for
permanent polling stations within consular services as well as on Polish ships wherever
at least fifteen voters are present.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Portugal?
Any EU citizen aged 18 or over and fully entitled to vote in his or her country of
origin, In order to be able to vote in Portugal, they need to entry on electoral rolls up to
60 days before the date of the elections. For the European Parliament, they must do
a formal statement that they shall not vote for this EU institution in the country of
nationality.
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Are you a Portuguese expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Portuguese nationals, registered on the Portuguese electoral roll, residing in another EU
Member State may vote by post at the Portuguese consulates and embassies.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Romania?
All EU citizens resident in Romania, in full possession of their voting rights, can vote.
In order to vote, however, second country nationals must submit a written request to
the mayor in the municipality of their residence or domicile at least 60 days before
the day of elections. The mayor should answer the request in a maximum of ten days.
Registered second country nationals remain enrolled on the special electoral roll
until the roll is cancelled or until they are removed from the electoral roll because they
no longer qualify for the exercise of electoral rights.
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Are you a Romanian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Citizens who live permanently abroad can declare their domicile abroad before
Romanian Authorities (consulates and embassies). In such cases, citizens are removed
from the electoral roll of the municipality of their previous domicile in the country and
placed on a special electoral roll reserved for citizens with domicile abroad. The mention
of domicile abroad is registered in citizens’ passports. Voters can then do the voting
procedure in embassies and consulates.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Slovakia?
Each EU citizen with permanent residence in Slovakia, who has attained the age of
18 years by Election day and is in full possession of its voting rights can vote. Citizens
from other EU Member States have to register at their permanent residence
municipality 40 days before elections at latest.
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Are you a Slovakian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Those citizens, who do not have permanent residence in the territory of the Slovak
Republic or in any other EU member state, are entitled to vote under the condition that
they are on the territory of the Slovak Republic on Election Day. In other words, it is not
possible to vote from abroad. If you are not able to place your vote in Slovakia, maybe
you should consider voting in your country of current residence.

Are you an expat willing to vote in Slovenia?
Citizens of the EU who have permanent residence in Slovenia (as at the last day for
submission of candidacies), have the right to vote under the same conditions as apply
for Slovenian citizens, provided such right has not been revoked. Alien citizens are
subject to the general condition that they are listed in the voting rights register. The
voting rights of Slovenian citizens and aliens from other Member States are entirely
equal, and cover both the right to stand and to vote in elections, and citizens of other
Member States therefore enjoy voting rights under the same conditions as those for
Slovenian citizens.
29

Are you a Slovenian expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
It is possible for citizens living abroad to vote by post or in diplomatic representations of
the Republic of Slovenia, if this was previously notified to the State Electoral Commission.
Further information can be found on the official government websites: dvk-rs.si

Are you an expat willing to vote in Spain?
Any EU citizen permanently living in Spain, aged 18 or over and fully entitled to vote
in his/her country of origin, can also vote in Spain. The requisites are: a) To be over the
age of 18 and not being deprived of the right to vote. b) To be registered in the
Municipal Population Register. c) To be granted with a residence permit in Spain. d) To
be a legal resident in Spain for the required time in the corresponding municipality.

Are you a Spanish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
Spanish nationals residing abroad are entitled to vote by post. If you are a Spanish citizen,
with permanent resident in another EU country, you must ask in your consular
representation or embassy the documents that later will be sent by them directly or by
you by post – you can even ask the reimbursement - to the “Junta Provincial”. In case
you are temporarily living abroad you can ask the document for expressing your willing
to vote in the embassy and once it will arrive to your post address, you must submit your
vote in the consulate/embassy.
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Are you an expat willing to vote in Sweden?
It is a precondition that EU citizens must be registered residents in Sweden at least 30
days before Election Day and that they must submit a notification requesting that they
be listed on the electoral roll. They may not then vote in any other member state.
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Are you a Swedish expat
willing to vote from another EU country?
It is possible to vote from abroad at a diplomatic mission or by postal voting. Voting at a
diplomatic mission begins 24 days before Election Day. Postal votes can be mailed from
abroad 45 days before Election Day at the earliest.

United Kingdom
The UK will not be participating in the 2019 European elections.
For more information, get in touch with erasmusvotepower@garagerasmus.org
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The “How to Vote” app
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The right information right at your fingertips! By answering two simple questions,
this app tells you immediately how you van vote in the European Parliament
elections. It is now available on any device - simply scan the QR code or visit
www.howtovote.eu!

Pay our developers coffee!
Making an app and researching electoral laws
takes time. While it's great when people put their free
time in projects, we believe in fair payment.
With your contribution, we can pay our developers,
our research assistant, as well as costs for the server
and licenses we need.

Head over to yvote.eu/crowdfunding, it really makes a difference!

