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Introduction

The 2026 Annual Meeting of the garagErasmus Foundation brought together our
network from across Europe for a two-day strategic and participatory gathering
focused on the future of mobility, skills, policy engagement, and network
innovation. Hosted in Naples, this edition served as a collaborative platform for
reflection on the path towards the 40™ anniversary of the Erasmus programme
in 2027, one of the most significant milestones in European education and
mobility.

In line with the spirit of the Annual Meeting, bringing together people, projects,
institutions and communities to co-create the future of Erasmus, two other
events took place in the same location: Erasmus+ Alumni in Action, in which
twenty Erasmus Alumni worked together to develop proposals and
recommendations for the future of Erasmus+, imagining what the next forty
years of the Programme could look like, and the project meeting of
Erasmusness.
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Day 1- June 11,2026
Opening

President and CEO Fabrizio Bitetto kicked off the meeting with a compelling
overview of the recent developments on the Erasmus + budget. Following our
presence in January 2026 at the cult committee Establishing the Erasmus+
programme for the period 2028-2034, the president highlighted how shifting the
budget to the defence is not the answer. In a world where conflicts are the norm
there is a need for tolerance, awareness and openness to new cultures. Mobility
is the only answer and that is why it is garagErasmus focus: it is our duty to
develop activities that can have an impact on society.

Institutional greetings by Francesca RUSSO, Erasmus+ Institutional Coordinator
at UNISOB

Opening Conference -Mobilising skills, talent and ecosystems towards
the 40 years of the Erasmus+ Programme

Moderated by Paolo Louis Vincent Marrelli, Head of international office at
UNISOB, Naples, the opening conference provided insights on the discussion on
mobilising skills, talent and ecosystem toward the 40 years of Erasmus+.

o Brando Benifei - Member of the European Parliament and former Erasmus
student- emphasized the significant value of the Erasmus experience in
creating a better and more cohesive Europe, and stressed the importance of
a common system of micro-credential accreditation to strenghen the
programme.

« Vito Borrelli - Deputy Head of the European Commission Representation in
Italy - after an overview on the Erasmus+ Programme Evolution, highlighted
the importance of investing on mobility for the future of Europe.
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 Lavinia Monti - Director, Internationalization of Higher Education Ministry of

University and Research (ltaly) - introduced the importance of inclusion,
skills and the notion of Erasmus as a learning experience on European
citizenship, emphasizing the necessity to invest in Erasmus.

» Matteo Mina - Italian Erasmus+ NA INDIRE, LTA PEACE+ - showcased the
project Peace+ , a long term project (2025-27) to encourage greater civic
and democratic participation within the Erasmus+ community and to
promote European values.

 Chiara Piccolo - Vice President, Lifelong Learning Platform (LLLP) - stressed,
once again, the need to invest in Erasmus as it shaped and is shaping the
European Union. Moreover, she underlined the importance of life long
learning that allows people to be flexible in the way of learning.

» Giorgio Marinoni - Manager of Higher Education and Internationalization at
the International Association of Universities (IAU) - presented the concepts
of demographic expansion in higher education and the transformative digital
transition, seen in a changing geopolitical environment where the world is
becoming more and more unequal. He invited the audience to be more than
passive spectators and take action.

The conference was followed by a debate that allowed the speakers to dive
deeper into the previously introduced topics, with a focus on integration,
European Values and the Erasmus+ programme as one of the key actors for the
future.

the Erasmus+ Programme
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzV4T_Jo0TxyNBSOqNjx0I5X9UNvbsiY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzV4T_Jo0TxyNBSOqNjx0I5X9UNvbsiY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzV4T_Jo0TxyNBSOqNjx0I5X9UNvbsiY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzV4T_Jo0TxyNBSOqNjx0I5X9UNvbsiY/view?usp=drive_link

Strategic Roundtable

Carlo Bitetto, Network Manager, introduced a round table session about the
evolution of Erasmus+ from the perspective of inclusivity, impact and society,
moderating a strategic conversation with our colleagues from ESAA - the
Erasmus+ Students and Alumni Alliance.

e Ceren Tost - Head of Communication of OCEANS network - highlighted the
importance of ESAA as an opportunity for collaboration and diversification
that allows to make members more active and present in their local areas.

» Milan Stojanovic - WBAA representative - explained how WBAA has grown
since its entry in the ESAA alliance, collaborating with universities to become
Erasmus Ambassadors and Mentors, thanks to the European Commission
support.

 Giulio Del Giudice - ESN representative - underlined how ESAA represents an
opportunity for ESN; for example, through ESAA ESN Ukraine organized a
kind of human live exhibition with the war survivors, and ESN Portugal
organized a Hackathon for youth and European values.

Erasmus stakeholders forum - People Behind the Impact

Completely changing format, Valentina Presa, Director of Secretariat, guided a
LEGO® SERIOUS PLAY® session to discover the people who are behid projects,
policies, numbers and statistics. The participants, through their LEGO® bricks,
shared values, complementary perspectives and future opportunities for
collaboration.

Presentation - Erasmus Stakeholders Forum people behind the impact
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r21ahfPwgNm-7sxVs6lV3av5NIcDg3UM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r21ahfPwgNm-7sxVs6lV3av5NIcDg3UM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r21ahfPwgNm-7sxVs6lV3av5NIcDg3UM/view?usp=drive_link

ERASMUS+ ALUMNI IN ACTION

Initiative Overview

The Erasmus+ Alumni in Action joined the Annual Meeting to showcase the
project and to announce that the winner project proposal by the Alumini was
going to be selected by the Annual Meeting's participants on the second day.

The initiative involved the development of a project concept to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Erasmus Programme by a group of 20 Erasmus alumni.
Initially divided into four working groups, the participants collaborated to develop
and refine their ideas, ultimately producing two final project proposals. These
proposals were then presented to the Annual Meeting participants, who were
invited to vote and select the winning concept.

Closing of the first day

The first day of the Annual Meeting reached its conclusion, after sessions that
allowed participants to listen to different perspectives, share experiences,
challenge assumptions, create new connections and to begin the important
conversation about the future of Erasmus+.
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Day 2- June 12,2026

garagErasmus Network in the Spotlight: strategic initiatives in action

The Erasmus magazine: Media, New Narratives and European Citizenship

Carlo Bitetto, Network Manager, introduced ErasMAG, a storytelling initiative
focused on capturing and showcasing Erasmus experiences to strengthen
narrative visibility and inspire future participants. Two of the ErasMAG
Reporters joined the Annual Meeting and shared their experience with the
audience.

The ErasMAG team, composed by journalists Francesca Ferri and Lidia Gallanti,
and the social media managers Ivan Cafa and Lucrezia Alfieri, showcased the
project:

» An English-language news portal dedicated entirely to Erasmus and
international students;

« It provides practical information about European cities while showcasing
student stories, experiences, and insights;

» A platform where universities can present their international programs and
opportunities, helping students make informed decisions about their study
paths;

» Every semester 30 Erasmus students are trained by journalists becoming
Erasmus Reporters

ErasMAG is also included in the benefits for the Foundation Members who will
gain:

e 1 article for the university

e social media content

e prioritary call for Erasmus reporters

Presentation - ErasMAG —
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ViS7AE4T4CoZoxqt11dWy340sxN-Lqg1/view?usp=drive_link

Erasmus City: Housing as a Barrier to Mobility, from Challenge to
Solutions

President and CEO Fabrizio Bitetto presented the newly approved project
Erasmus City, a tailor made Erasmus students area that will offer:

» Accomodation: An affordable housing alternative for students with all
comfort included (Wi-fi, gym, studio and co-working areas).

o Capped Prices: An inclusive option for students with rents up to 40% cheaper
than current market prices in big cities.

e A social incubator: Common spaces and activities fostering linguistic and
social exchange, allowing students to build synergies with the people from
the neighborhood (activities with adults, teenagers and children).

» Professional orientation and co-working spaces: Many activities facilitating
the working life such as workshops, seminars and projects will be organised.
Moreover, current and former Erasmus+ students will be given the chance to
network and put their ideas into practice.

After years of projectation, the dream has become true: the first Erasmus City
will open its doors on September 2028 in the Milan neighbourhood of Ponte
Lambro.

This represent the first step towards a more inclusive and affordable Erasmus
experience and the goal is to create Erasmus Cities everywhere in Europe.

Presentation - gE City
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ktkw56B95LF026mAuRZUcP-hDqqbK7Kh/view?usp=drive_link

Erasmus mobility as micro-credentials

Project Officer Benedetta Fanton provided a detailed overview of the
Erasmusness project whose aim is to recognise the transversal competences
and micro-credentials acquired during the Erasmus experience.

To address the gap between the recognized competences and the hidden value
of Erasmus, Erasmusness mapped and structured the key transversal
competences gained during mobility experiences, creating a comprehensive
Erasmus Skills Framework that will help translate the micro-credentials into
Open Badges usable in academic, personal, and professional contexts.

ERASMUSNESS has already been presented to the European Commission as a
potential methodology for the recognition of Erasmus+ mobility-acquired
transversal competences. The next objective is the operational launch of the
methodology in 2027, in occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Erasmus
Programme. The long-term vision is to support the integration of micro-
credentials and Open Badges within European mobility recognition systems.

ERASMUSNESS is currently offered as a service to all garagErasmus Foundation
Members, supporting Higher Education Institutions in recognising and validating
the transversal competences developed through Erasmus+ mobility experiences.
Higher Education Institutions are invited to participate in the experimental phase
of ERASMUSNESS and contribute to the development of a European
methodology for the recognition of mobility-acquired transversal competences.
By joining the pilot, institutions will:

o test the ERASMUSNESS methodology

e support the recognition of Erasmus+ transversal skills

 contribute to the future of European mobility recognition.

Presentation - Erasmusness
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TjkNo3E0oDCY8Af6iTgbjzp8mAdaF1nJ/view?usp=drive_link

Membership update

Membership updates were shared with the network.
Find out more here: Membership

For any more information, don’t hesitate to contact us at:
highereducation@garagerasmus.org

ERASMUS+ ALUMNI IN ACTION

Erasmus+ Alumni in Action: presentation of the project proposals and
voting

The Erasmus+ Alumni in Action participants presented their two final project
proposals. Following a closely contested vote, the initiative “40 Million Steps”
emerged as the winner of the inaugural edition of Erasmus+ Alumni in Action.

Presentation - Erasmus+ Alumni in Action

2026 policy priorities: Policy Focus Group and the European Degree
Focus Group

As part of the discussion on the Foundation's priorities for 2026 and beyond,
participants were introduced to two new thematic working groups that will be
launched within the garagErasmus community: the Policy Focus Group and the
European Degree Focus Group.

The initiative aims to create dedicated spaces for dialogue, knowledge-sharing,
and collaboration among members of the garagErasmus network and other
stakeholders interested in the future of European education, mobility, and
citizenship. Through a series of online meetings, the Focus Groups will facilitate
the exchange of experiences, perspectives, and information, while also
contributing to the development of ideas, recommendations, and initiatives
relevant to the Erasmus ecosystem. —_
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6faGhQPS3wMH6db1ezHyde3TEn5JzR6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tD9QFxhW3CQSg-53EDZXefK1lDQ2AIWs/view?usp=drive_link

The Policy Focus Group will focus on European policy developments related to
education, skills, mobility, youth participation, and citizenship, providing an
opportunity to discuss emerging priorities and contribute to the Foundation's
policy and advocacy activities.

The European Degree Focus Group will explore the ongoing development of the
European Degree initiative, examining its opportunities, challenges, and
potential impact on students, higher education institutions, European
Universities Alliances, and the wider mobility landscape.

The launch of these Focus Groups reflects garagErasmus Foundation's
commitment to fostering active participation within its community and
strengthening its contribution to current debates on the future of European
higher education and learning mobility.

Shaping gE next activities for 2026 and 2027

Fabrizio Bitetto, President of garagErasmus Foundation, presented the
organisation’s upcoming initiatives and campaigns:

o Capacity Building 2026 - from Networks to Future Skills: Empowering the
Next Generation (June 25-26, Lecce)

» EAIE Convention 2026 (September 8-11, Glasgow)

o Higher Education European Networking Summit (September 17-18,
University of Craiova- Romania)

o ErasMAG Training (October 2026, Pavia)

» EU Project Design Hackaton (November 19-20, Vicenza)

The session also featured the announcement of Granada as the newest member
of the gE4Cities network and concluded with an engaging Q&A session with
participants.

Presentation - Next activities
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hR8Jg-wh5IUBXWiEISFiXRcX5_gBFjM8/view?usp=drive_link

Feedback and closing session

As the Annual Meeting came to an end, it reaffirmed the strength of the
garagErasmus community and its shared commitment to shaping a more
inclusive, connected, and impactful future for European mobility.

Give us your feedback!

Here you can find the pictures of the event
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https://forms.gle/1BC33u7UbRLdeGXg6
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCV7LH
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gE in Milan Follow us on social media:

Via Ungaretti 4,

. ) @ garagErasmus
20098 San Giuliano Milanese, Italy

garagErasmus_Foundation
® garagErasmus

gE in Vicenza ¢ garagErasmus
Corso SS. Felice e Fortunato 183 garagErasmus

36100 Vicenza, Italy

gE in Brussels
Square Victoria Regina 1, 1210
Brussels, Belgium

info@garagerasmus.org
+32 (0)467879844
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